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Initial Study Goals

Understand baseline conditions to establish historical context.

Gain an understanding of trends that will impact future use and suggest
management strategies.

Develop and seek input from engaged stakeholders regarding desired
condifions for the Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic River.

Seek public input to advise the development of ‘desired conditions’
through a town hall-style, virtual public meeting.

Recommend management strategies and tactics to achieve desired
conditions based on input received from Fall 2020 input.

Develop an in-person interview program to conduct at river launch sites.

Final Report
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Baseline Conditions, Historical Context
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Post COVID-19: growth Is here to stay
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Input from stakeholders:
‘desired conditions’

Count of Q1 a. What is your role or interest in the Lower
Delaware Wild and Scenic River?

Business Owner, Resi...
1.7%

Interstate or PA/NJ du...
0.8%

State/local agency or...
1.7%

Business Owner

1.3%

State/local agency or...
3.8%

River User

Resident

Resident, River User
37.7%
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Where do respondents launche

Kingwood DEP, NJ

Scudders Falls - Yardley
Lambertville, NJ

Riegelsville Access, NJ

Portland Footbridge, PA

Tinicum County Park - Erwinna, PA
Upper Black Eddy

Belvidere - Belvidere, NJ

D&L Canal

D&RC State Park - Frenchtown, NJ
All of the above

Milford Bridge to Delaware Canal
Point Pleasant

Scott Park - City of Easton, PA
Washington Crossing Historic Park
Giving Pond, Upper Black Eddy
Sandt's Eddy




What do they do at, on the rivere

Birdwatcher

Wildlife observation, photography
Boating - personal watercraft

Viewing

Walking

Motorized boating with or without skiing
Swimming / snorkeling

Floating - tubing

Fishing / angling

Paddling - kayak, canoe, paddleboard
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Opinion of recreational use growth on the
Lower Delaware WSR<¢

Underutilized

Over-utilized but manageable

Appropriate

Over-utilized, in need of
dramatic management
Improvement




Contributors to Growth of Recreation

people swimming and partying

Fishing Activities

Kayak, canoe or raft outfitters

Kayakers, canoeists with their own boats
Tubing rentals/outfitters

Jet skiing / personal watercraft use

Floaters using their own inner tubes
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Other reasons for the river’'s popularit

Easy access for extrernal communifies

Word of mouth

Social media / promotion by NPS

Lodging through Airbnb, VRBO

Social media, promotion by counties, states
Social media, promotion by boroughes,
townships, cities

Social media / promotion by river-based
businesses
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Other reasons for the river’s popularity
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Lambertville - D&R Canal State Park Lambertville (off Bridge St. behind Lambertville Station)
Lambertville is always a great place to start. With several boat launches to choose from, this launch is most accessible. As a paved concrete ramp, it is suitable for most trailers or however you wish.

Upper Black Eddy - Upper Black Eddy Access (Route 32, just below Milford bridge)
This launch is located off Route 32, just below the Milford Bridge. The Upper Black Eddy Access is a fantastic spot to begin your adventure. Take the day and enjoy lunch in quaint Milford, NJ. 

Holland Church Access (off River Rd., 1 mile south of Riegelsville bridge)
Recently built in 2014, this boat ramp is one of the top quality in the area. According to NJ.com, “the facility consists of a big parking lot paved with pavers, a concrete boat ramp, and a floating wooden dock,” costing nearly $900,000 to complete. Bring your camera; this boat ramp has a fantastic view of the Riegelsville Suspension Bridge. Enjoy!


Positive Impacts of Popularity

Tourism dollars

Volunteers who support the river with time, financial
support

Awareness of the need to protect the values of the
river
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Non-Positive Impacts of Popularity

Erosion to river banks

Negative impact on fish, wildlife habitat

Limit, inability to manage river-related traffic

Human waste in public / contributing to pollution

lllegally parked cars

Trash left in public, private spaces
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TOP PLACES TO RIDE YOUR PWC IN

PENNSYLVANIA

® May 13, 2020 Blog

National Wild and Scenic River

Lower Delaware  rans

Plan Your Visit v Learn About the Park v Get Involved v

TOP PLACES TO
RIDE YOUR-PWC

Challenge: =

River Mile 208: Footbridge Access Area; Portland, PA, handlaunch, gravel ramp i

p ro W O '|- e O n d River Mile 198.5: Belvidere, NJ Access Area; cartop, power, non-motorized launc

River Mile 194.2: Martins Creek, PA Access Area; beach launch for moto

River Mile 189.3: Sandts Eddy, PA: paved ramp for motorized and non-motorizec”

I I I O I l O g < ! River Mile 186.5: Frost Hollow, PA Access Area; sand/gravelramp for cartop, han?

River Mile 183.9: Phillipsburg Free Bridge Access; Phillipsburg, NJ (

O C C e S S River Mile 183.7: Scott Park; Easton, PA (GPS 40. 5.2044), paved launch

INFO ALERTS MAPS CALENDAR
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Delaware River Water Trail

Over 190 miles of adventures for paddlers and outdoor enthusiasts
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Seek public input on the
development of ‘desired conditions’
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Suggested LDWSR MC composition 1o

balance goals

Conduct period stakeholder meetings
for input.

Require representatives to serve on
Council.

Develop a management plan to
which representatives contribute.

Invite representatives to serve on
Councill.

Ask reps of both groups to develop a
balancing process.
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Partnership Strategies

Leverage user group self-interest in
management discussions:

Jurisdictions

Agencies managing launch access
Boating law administrators
Business owners

Private landowner representatives

V ViaEawv Vv

Non-profit group leaders

ldentify ‘wins’ when all have skin in the
game.
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Actions

Invite conversations to advise the Council

Invite resource agencies to invite volunteer assistance

Inventory, coordinate outreach among extended LDWSR partners (phone tree)
Galvanize, share leadership with reach-wide initiatives
Reach out to non-participant jurisdictions

Develop a management plan to address capacity
Survey tool to ‘count’ users will help develop baseline
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Thank you.
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